
CHASING CREED
Reader's Guide - Rescue & Redemption

These questions are designed to move beyond the mystery and explore Ryder Creed's relationships, the
lasting effects of the past, and the different meanings of rescue, family, guilt, healing, and redemption.

RESCUE: What Does It Really Mean?

1. Rescue is at the heart of Chasing Creed, but rescue can mean more than saving someone from
immediate physical danger. Who in the novel needs to be rescued physically, emotionally, or from the
consequences of the past?

2. Ryder Creed has built a life around search-and-rescue work. Do you think his need to rescue others is
simply who he is, or is it connected to what happened to Brodie when they were young?

3. Creed works with dogs trained to find and save people. How does his relationship with his dogs reflect
the way he approaches people - with patience, loyalty, responsibility, or perhaps a need to protect?

4. Is there a point at which rescuing someone can become an attempt to control what happens to them?
Does Creed ever cross that line?

RYDER CREED: CARETAKER OR PROTECTOR?

5. Creed often assumes responsibility for the people around him. Would you describe him as a
caretaker? A protector? A rescuer? What is the difference?

6. How much of Creed's identity has been shaped by the fact that he could not protect Brodie when she
disappeared?

7. Does Creed allow himself the same vulnerability he allows others? Why might someone who is
comfortable rescuing others have difficulty accepting help himself?

8. What does Creed fear more: losing someone he loves, or failing to protect them? How does that fear
influence his choices?

BRODIE: LOVE, GUILT, AND LETTING GO

9. Brodie's disappearance changed Creed's life. Now that she is back, is he able to see her as the
woman she has become, or does part of him still see the little sister he lost?

10. How does guilt affect Creed's relationship with Brodie? Is his protectiveness what Brodie needs, or
does she sometimes need him to step aside?

11. Brodie survived circumstances Creed could never fully understand. How does that complicate their
relationship as brother and sister?

12. What would redemption look like for Creed in his relationship with Brodie? Protecting her from every
future danger - or finally accepting that what happened to her was beyond his control?
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MAGGIE O'DELL: AN EQUAL, NOT SOMEONE TO SAVE

13. Maggie O'Dell rescued Brodie and returned her to Creed. How does that history affect the bond
between Maggie and Creed?

14. Creed is accustomed to being the person others depend on. Maggie is capable, independent, and
accustomed to confronting danger herself. How does that challenge Creed's instinct to protect?

15. Do Maggie and Creed understand one another partly because both have been shaped by trauma and
by the responsibility of protecting others? Where are they similar, and where are they very different?

16. Does Creed treat Maggie differently from the other people he cares about? Is she someone he wants
to protect, someone he trusts beside him, or both?

17. How does Creed's past affect his ability to build a future with Maggie? What would he have to let go of
before their relationship could fully move forward?

HANNAH: THE FAMILY CREED CHOSE

18. Hannah has been a steady presence in Creed's life. What is the underlying nature of their
relationship?

19. Could Hannah be considered a mother figure to Creed - perhaps even a better or more dependable
maternal presence than the one he experienced growing up? What moments support your interpretation?

20. Hannah cares for Creed, but she also challenges him. Why might that combination be important for
someone whose instinct is always to take care of everyone else?

21. Families are not always defined by blood. How does Hannah help create the kind of family and home
Creed may not have had when he was younger?
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REDEMPTION

22. Who is seeking redemption in Chasing Creed? Is redemption something a person earns, something
another person grants, or something a person must eventually give themselves?

23. Can Creed ever make up for what happened to Brodie? More importantly, does he need to?

24. How does the novel distinguish between surviving the past and actually healing from it?

25. Several characters live with consequences created by other people's choices. How does the story
explore responsibility when the person carrying the guilt was not actually responsible for the original
harm?

26. By the end of the novel, who has changed the most in the way they understand rescue or
redemption? What caused that change?

FOR THE GROUP

27. If you had to choose one word to describe Creed's greatest strength, what would it be? Could that
same quality also be his greatest weakness?

28. Which relationship reveals the most about Ryder Creed: his relationship with Brodie, Maggie,
Hannah, or his dogs? Why?

29. The series often asks what people owe one another after trauma. After reading Chasing Creed, what
do you think we owe the people we love: protection, honesty, freedom, forgiveness - or simply the
willingness to stay?

30. Final question: In Chasing Creed, which is more difficult - rescuing someone else or allowing yourself
to be rescued?
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