READER'S GUIDE TO THE MAGGIE O'DELL NOVELS
Rescue, Responsibility & Relationships

These questions explore the emotional depth behind Maggie O'Dell's cases - her instinct to rescue
others, her complicated relationship with her alcoholic mother, her need for control, and the difficulty
she has allowing herself to trust, depend on others, and commit.

1. Maggie O'Dell spends her career rescuing and protecting others. Who, if anyone, rescues
Maggie?

2. Maggie is often drawn to victims who need someone to fight for them. Why do you think she
feels such a strong responsibility toward them?

3. Is Maggie better at taking care of strangers than she is at taking care of herself?
4. How does Maggie's childhood influence the way she approaches victims and their families?
5. Maggie's mother struggles with alcoholism. How has that shaped Maggie's personality?

6. Maggie frequently finds herself trying to manage or control her mother's drinking. Why does
she assume that responsibility?

7. At what point does helping someone become enabling them?
8. Do you think Maggie believes that if she tries hard enough, she can keep her mother sober?
9. How does her mother's alcoholism affect Maggie's need for control in other parts of her life?

10. Children of alcoholic parents sometimes become extremely independent. Do you see that trait
in Maggie?

11. Does Maggie have difficulty asking other people for help? Why?

12. Maggie is trained to recognize patterns in criminal behavior. Is she equally good at
recognizing unhealthy patterns in her own life?

13. How does Maggie's relationship with her mother change throughout the series?
14. Does Maggie ever truly accept that her mother's drinking is something she cannot control?

15. Maggie repeatedly puts herself in dangerous situations to save others. Is this simply part of
her job, or is there something deeper driving her?



READER'S GUIDE TO THE MAGGIE O'DELL NOVELS

Rescue, Responsibility & Relationships - continued
16. What does rescue mean to Maggie? Is it physical survival, emotional survival, or both?

17. Maggie is capable of extraordinary commitment to her work but struggles with commitment in
her personal relationships. Why?

18. Does Maggie use her work as a reason to keep people at a distance?

19. Is Maggie afraid of commitment itself - or of depending on someone who might disappoint or
leave her?

20. How does Maggie's need for independence affect her romantic relationships?
21. Does Maggie confuse vulnerability with weakness?

22. Maggie spends much of her life studying people. Why might she be uncomfortable when
someone understands her too well?

23. How does trust develop for Maggie over the course of the novels?

24. Which relationships seem to make Maggie feel safest? What do those relationships have in
common?

25. Maggie frequently encounters people at the worst moments of their lives. How has that
affected her view of human nature?

26. Has Maggie's work made her more cynical - or has seeing people survive terrible
circumstances actually given her hope?

27. Throughout the series, Maggie confronts people who have survived trauma. In what ways is
Maggie herself a survivor?

28. Is there a difference between surviving and healing in Maggie's world?
29. Which person or relationship has had the greatest influence on Maggie's emotional growth?

30. After following Maggie throughout the series, what do you think she still needs to learn about
rescuing others, accepting help, and allowing herself to be loved?
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